
THE COURTS.
One of Subsidy Pomeroy's Pet

Projects in Court

CENTRAL BRANCH, UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Important Decisions by the Su¬
preme Court, General Term.

Bondi af the Old West Side Patented
Elevated Kailroad.

Injunction Against the Depart¬
ment of Docks.

Daring tbo past three years there baa been fre¬
quently before (be courta the ault of Samuel L. Tred-
well against Ralph M. Pomeroy, Effingham H-
Nichols, Henry Day, and, to uae tbe words of tbe at.
torncy for tbe defendants, againat all tbe world, bat Is

reality some thirty others, moat of whom, it la alleged,
bare bought interests in tbo contract, lured, no doubt,
by tbe reputed millions which were aald to be In tbla
fat acbeme.a scheme which gavo to ex-Senator
Samuel C. Potneroy tbo nom dt plume of Subsidy Pom.
a scheme granting to tbe assignees of the Uanulbal and
St. Joseph Kailroad the right to build a bridge over tbe
Missouri River at Atchison, Kan., and to extend tbelr
road 100 miles In a westerly direction along tbe route so

often travelled by tbo saintly Brigbam and bis many
wlvea to his beautiful home, Salt Lake City. For tho
laithful performance of the work the United
States government agrcod to give 1,260,000
acres of public lauda where the virgin
soil produces Uowers In spring timo growing so luxuri¬
antly that they can be piucked from tho parsing car
window, and where the farmer sowing tbe seed Is
saved tbe trouble to harvest by the wingod grasshopper,
which in one day will consume every green thing tor
miles, oven to "barking up tho trees." In addition to
this garden spot the liberal Uncle Sam, knowing the
troubles of "owning too much real estate," provided
further, at the earnest solicitation of Subsidy Pom, by
a donation of $1,000,000 of hia six per cent bonds, and
also permission to "Potd" to issue a six per cent gold
bond of $1,600,000 more, which, with the lands valued
at about $5 per acre, with a liberal discount lor leak¬
ages, would give in round numbers nay $3,000,000
more, making a total ol $H,000,000, or at
tbe rato of $80,000 per mile. This Is said
to be tbe mine which Trodwell Joined In work¬
ing, but, realizing no profits, and being denied
inlormation by Nichols, who he claims sold
him bis interest, bo aemandod through the courts, as
Mr. William A. Beach suited, u dissolution of the part¬
nership and accounting of the large assets. Tbe case
has been up nearly evory month, and In nearly every
instance when called Mr. Walden has been engaged, or
hu.s staled that his witnesses wore, and it has bt-on put
off till the lirst ol this week, when William A. Beach, for
tbe plaintiff, insisted there was great injustice being
done his client by these delays. Mr. Walden, then,
would goon with it Wednesday; but on Wednesday it
was Mr. John E. Parsons who was engaged; when Mr.
Boach, in his impressive man tier, culled the attention
or the Court to this trifling with its buslnoss; himself
and his client and Judge I.arremore decidedly informed
Mr. Walden if ho could not go on alono that they must
at once employ other counsel On Thursday Mr. Crosby
appeared and stated that Mr. Stephen Fullerton had
been retained and would be in town after recess of
court. Another case coming on. this one went over to
yesterday, when Messrs. Parsons, Walden and Judge
William Kullerton appeared, and again an effort was
mado to liavo It kept off, this timo because Mr.
William Fulierton knew nothing of tbe case.
After recess Judge Larremoro informed tho
attorneys on both sides that be should consider the
case as on trial. In 13*3 this company wero in tho
Supremo Court to have trustees confirmed lor tho first
mortgage bondholders, in the place of Benjamin W.
Bonney, decraaed, and John E. Williams, resignod,
and namod as such new trustees Mr. Richard H.
ISowne and Benjamin C. Wet more. This was con¬
tested by Mr. S. C. Mount, tho attorney for the plain¬
tiff in tho present suit, and was refused by Judge
Barrett ou the ground of the relation, both in business
and by blood, to oflicers of tho company. In 1874 an
older wus granted, on application of tLo present plain¬
tifT, to lake testimony to bo used iu this suit of parties
residing out of the Slate. Tho oruer waa appealed
from and taken to the General Term, when the latter
court decided, Judge Davis writing the opinion, that it
was not only propor but necessary ty preserve the
testimony to be used on a trial. Over every step taken
l>y the plaintiff there liaB been unusually determined
contests, delays and appeals; but on Monday will be¬
gin developments of tbe ins and outs of building and
managing ra lronds. and particularly the Central
Branch of tbe Union Pacific Railroad. It la expected
that the trial will occupy several days, and very In¬
teresting developments are looked for.

GENERAL TEKM DECISIONS.
A batch of decisions, some aixijr altogether, was

handed down yesterday by tho Supremo Court (ioueral
Term Judges. Most are decisions in eases argued at
tho last term of the court, the particulars of which
were published at the time of their respective trials.
There is given below on abstract of the more important
optulons.
borne weeks ago the Board of Education appliod

to the Supremo Court for a peremptory manda¬
mus to compcl the Comptroller to deposit with the
City Chamberlain, subjcct to thoir order, the moneys to
their credit in tho Treasury. This was denied, and the
appeal by the Board was argued before the General
Term, plaintiffs insisting that tho moneys appropriated
to their doparitnent were subject to their control, and
that they should be paid, according to the act ot 1861,
by the Chamberlain on drafts signed by their President,
lie. In giving tho opinion of the Court yesterday,
Judge Brady says that if this legislative scheme is
not carried out the bills of tho Board can only
be paid on a Comptroller's warrant, signed
only alter examination of the vouchers by the auditor
approved by the Comptroller and Died In the finance
department. The court holds that the Board have a

right to drsw upon the Chamberlain for tho sums to
Ibctr credit as required. The order below Is reversed,
with a stay pending doclsion by the Court ol Appeals
in the case of Root va Tappan, involving a similar
question.
Georgo McLaughlin, who held a position as foreman

of Hook and Ladder Company No. 2, and was sometime

ago dismissed from the Flro Department on a charge of
conduct pr^jndici^r to good order, applied to the Su¬

preme Court for a writ of certiorari, which was allowed.
A return to the writ was made by the Board of Fire Com¬
missioners, whlcti set forth that McLaughlin had been
tried and found guilty of selling a portion or his salary,
amounting to $45, to one Richard Baxter, payable is
one month, no part of which money had been repaid.
In the argument on appeal it was contended by his
counsel, Douglas A. Levien, Jr, that no rule or

regulation of the department in existence at the
time had been violated, and that there was no evidence
to sustain the alleged charge; that the Court had ihe
power to revlewon this appeal the merits and were
sot bound to eonsidcr only the question of jurisdiction.
The Generul Term sustains tho position of counsel, and
srders that Mclaughlin be reinstated. The decision Is
»ii Important one, settling, as it does, tne rights and
powers of the Coramisaiencrs over the untiormcd
force.

Otis Dyer's will and second codicil.the latter revok¬
ing a bequest to William H. liootb and others, Iniants,
snd not next ol kin.were admitted to probato by the
Surrogate. The infants wcro not cited, did not appear
and had no opportunity to contest the will. Henry
Booth, as guardian ot the infanta, applied to the Nurro-
cate some ilmo afterward to l>o heard on proof of un luo
Influence and unsoundness of nund, which mm denied,
and appeal was taken, the executors being defendants.
Judge Daniels, giving the opinion of the General Term,
lay* the application was made with due diligence, and
tho Surrogate is em|>owere<t to lake such proofs, and
the order oelow must be reversed, with cost out ot the
.state, a speedy decision, oelng for Ihe benefit of all
parties.
In ibo suit of the Relief Fire Insura'nco Company vs.

The New York Board of Flro Underwriters the
plaintiffs insured two steamboats at lower rates than
Ibose fixed by the Hoard. I'lutniiffe wcro summoned
brlore the Hoard, and they contended that fixing rates
was against public policy and beyond the power of the
Hoard, whereupon they were expelled, and they upplb'd
to the Court l>«low for an order to reinstate them,
which was denied. The matter came btdore ine Gen¬
eral Term on appeal, and the decision Klven through
fudge Daniels is that plaintiffs were rightly expelled,
the object of the Board, he says, is not' pet uniary
profit, but uniformity In policies, which includes uni¬
formity in rai<», and Me case is different from one
. here the corporators have an interests in the property
ol the association. Judgment is continued.
The .Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul were

Requested a legacy by John Kelly. The will was up.
»osed by slary Kelly and other*, and the Surrogate
rclused to aumll it to probate. It appeared that the
testator's name was in a printed form, in the body of
Ihe will, after the testamentary disposition or his prop-
tny, but net at the end ol the clause appointing
.xccutors and not before the attestation clause. There
was no proof that the testator signed It or said tliHt
the name was his, but he once took the p»per out of
bm pocket before witnesses and said that was his will,
rbo sisters appealed and Judge Brady gives theoplnlon,
balding that the will must bo admitted to probate and
that it is good in all parts before the name, but inop¬
erative as to wbst follows.
Decision wsa givn on iha appeal by plaintiff from a

¦Ball verdict in his favor in the salt ol Aaron Genana

««. the Tribune. Tbe rail «h for libel, la charging
that plaintiff, a milk dgaler, adulterated bin milk.
Judge Brady, in giving Ike opinion of the General
Term, uy> no doubt the Jury were mflnenoed by tbe
prompt retraction made and the great public beaeilt
tbe paper bad in view ia exposing an illegal traffic, en¬

dangering people's lives. The judgment below la af-
Ormed, with costs.
Amoa K. Eno brought suit to compel tbe elty to va¬

cate an abaetsmeai on but property nntll a former con¬
tractor waa sued by the city and the bond of the con¬
tractor applied to reduce tbe assessment. On demurrer
the complaint waa diamtaaed, and.tbe General Term
through Judge Davla soeUina the decision, holding tha
remedy sought to be Illegal.

William A. Seaver atied the Mayor, Ac., for $90,-
337 60, on a oootraot for grading and curbing Tenth
avenue from Manhattan atreet to 166th street The
matter came up on appeal trom a decision In Chambers
denying a motion for leave to amend the answer by
aoulng op fraud in tbe maktag of tbe contract, and tha
General Term reverses tha judgment below.

THE OLD ELEVATED RAILROAD.
Kdward D. James, who held forty-live boads of fSOO

each of the aid West Side Patented Elevated Railroad,
haa brought suit againat Jamea A. Cowling and tha
Elevated Railway Company, and the trial waa com¬

menced yesterday before Judge Larremore, holding
Supreme Court Circuit. 1 n IBM a mortgage on tha
franchise waa made for $760,000 under a trust deed.
Tbe mortgage waa forecloaed and was bid in by Cowing
as trustee, ana subsequently the property waa sold by
him for $100,000 to the present company. Plaintiff
claims that under tbe trust deed tbe property should
have been bid la for tho beneilt of the ttrst mortgage
bondholders and not convoyed to tbe secoad and third
mortgage bondholders, aad merely offered nine per
eentof their bonds to tho men who first turnlshed the
money. Plaintiff now sum for the faoe valao of tho
bonds. The answer seta up that the Drat mortgage was
executed to George 8. Coe and Jamee H. Benediot us
trustcox; that the premises were sold on a Judgment of
foreclosure; that Cowing, who had becomo trustee,
bought In the property for the bondholders and notified
them of the fact; that be, in 1872, gave notree that he
waa to sell the properly by auetton; that the purcbas-
era were sovon-elghtbs or them bondholders, and that

Slaintiff had an opportunity to oome in with his bonds,
at refused. Messrs. Wakemun and Lattiug appeared

tor plaintiff and Messrs C. A C. E. Tracy for defendant.

THE DOCK DEPARTMENT ENJOINED.
In an action brought by James C. Thayer againat the

Department of Docks Mr. Thayer states in his com¬

plaint that ho owns the bulkhead at the south side of
Bank atreet. North River; that in 1871 the department,
according to law, adopted a rale requiring bulkheads to

be constructed la a contiuuoua line from West Eleventh
to Eighteenth street, without ptera, as the currenta do
not admit of their construction. Alter this, ho aaya,
the Commissioner* of Docks, in violation of their rule,
on tbe lat of Match, 1*70, advertised for proposals to
build a wooden pier, sixty leet wide and extending 131
leet beyond the present bnlkbead, which, he says,
would be an obstruction there and an Injury to his
properly. Application based upon this affidavit was
made yesterday to Judge Lawrenoe, la Supreme Court,
Chambers, for a temporary injunction againat tha De¬
partment o( Docks, restraining them from building the
pier. The application was grunted, with an order to
show cause why the same should not be made perma¬
nent

A THOUSAND YEARS' LEASE.
At a tax sale in 1872 James W. Phyfe bought a house

and lot on the upper part of Seventh avenue. Two
yoara later, conformably to tbo statute In such caaea, be
obtained from the city a lease of the property for 1.000
years. He waa unable, however, to obtain possession
of the premises. Mr. Michael Curey still retaining pos¬
session and collecting tho rents. Mrf Pbyl'a brought
suit lor possession, and the case camo to trial yester¬
day before Judge Curtis, of the Superior Court. The
defendant failing to put In in appearance an inquest
was taken, and at the conclusion of the testimony,
showing the facts as above stated, the jury foaad a
verdict in favor of the plaintiff for possession nnder
the 1,000 yoara' lease from Decembor 24, 187a

SUMMARY OP LAW CASES.
In the suit against Mra Luclnda R. Starkweather,

administratrix of tbe lata Henry Starkweathor, to re¬

cover $180,000 alleged to have been fraudulently re¬

tained by Mr. Starkweather while Collector of Assess,
tnen'.s, on trial before Judge Sanford of tho Superior
Court, counael yoaterday Minimod up and aubmitted
their brie fa

Before Judge Donohue, holding Supreme Court, Cir¬
cuit, waa concluded yeaterday the suit for divorce
brought by Eltxabeih Levy, wife of Morris Levy, tbe
facts of which have already been published. Alter an
absence of several hours the Jury rendered an affirma¬
tive responao to all the special Issues but one, thus de¬
ciding the case in lator of the plaintiff. Tbe final ad¬
judication of the case will be before the Supreme Court,
Special Term.

DECISIONS.
8UPBSMX OOUBT.CHAMBXDS.

By Judge Lawrence.
Jacobs vs. Baal; Letter vs. Baul.John J. Frecdmon

ia appointed receiver upon giving a bond In the sum ol
$2,500.
Opdyke ei aL vs. Merwln and another, Pinckney vs.

Sherman et aL.Granted.
HLTKKME COUKT.OXHEBAL TXBM.
By Judges Davis, Brady and Daniels.

Eno vs. The Mayor 4c..Order affirmed with costs.
Allls vs. The PhlUlpsburg Manufacturing Company..

Judgment and order affirmed, motion lor *new trial
denied.
Dolsn vs.-Tbe Mayor, 4c..New trial ordered.
Chapman va. Cowonboven, Ac. .Order affirmed.
Parker vs. McCuun et al..Judgment affirmed.
Austin va. Drew ct al..Order reversed with $10 coats

and disbursements.
The People ex rel Pinckney and another ra. the Mew

York Board of Kirs Underwriters..Order affirmed
with the usual coats.
The Ileal Estate Trust Company vs. Keeoh..Judg¬

ment modified by deducting $1,000 and interest Irom
its amount, and affirmed as modified, with costs to
respondent.
The People ex rel. Mordaunt vs. Fowler, Justice,

4c..Proceedings reversed: restitution ordered.
Sharkey vs. lorrllbon..Vordict setsslde: now trial

ordered on payment by the dolendsnl, within twenty
days alter notice of the decision, of the costs ol tho
trial already had uud costs ol opposing motion, costs of
appeal to abide event

Packer, 4o., vs. Kevins and another; Paeker vs.
Nevins and another..Judgment, so far ss appealed
Irom by defendants, affirmed, with costs. Plaintiff's
appeal dismissed, without costs.

Hoilister vs. Opdyke et al..Judgment affirmed.
Smith vs. Pettee and another..Judgment reversed;

new trial ordered, costs to abide event.
The People ex reL The Board of Rdueutloq vs.

Green..Order reversed, with a stay of proceedings, if
desired bv the Comptroller, until decision by the Court
of Apposls ot the case of The People ex roL Root vs.

Tappan.
Phillips and another vs. Cudllp, Ac..Order reversed,

with $10 costs; order to be catered as in opinion.
Tho Grocers' Bank ot Hew York vs. Pcnfleld snd

another..Judgment reversed; new trial ordered;
costs to abide ths event.

Ireland vs. Corse snd another 4c..Decree
affirmed.
Liatman vs. Blunt..Judgment affirmed.
Young vs. Stevens..Vrrdict set sslde; new trial

ordered; costs to abide event
Booth et al, Ac. vs. KltohenetaL, 4a.Order re¬

vered ; proceedings remitted to Surrogate's Court, with
directions to enter sn order for the hearing ol the ap-
plicAnia. snd the parties to recover their costs out of
tho estate in the hands of the executors.
Booth et aL, 4c. vs. Kitchen et aL, 4c..Order af¬

firmed with costs.
The Bank ol California vs. Collins..Motion for new

trial denied Judgment directed for defendsnt with costs.
Dickenson vs. Spalding ol aL.Order reversed with¬

out costs; motion to disxolve attachment granted.
Barker, Ac., vs. Mofl, 4c..Judgment reversed with¬

out costs.
Gaoing vs. The Tribune Association..Judgment

affirmed
Hull vs. Donington; Donlngton vs. Hull, 4c. .

Judgments affirmed with eosts.
Tnddiken vs. CantrelL.Judgment affirmed.
Mills vs. Hodewuld; Mills vs. Hlldrctb..Orders af¬

firmed, with $10 costs snd disbursements.
Knapp vk Anderson ot al.Drdcr affirmed, with $10

costs nnd disbursements.
The sisters of Charity of St. Vincent Do Paul vs. Kelly

ot aL.Decree reversed; will directed to be admitted to
probate and letters testamentary issued to executor
named.
Owens vs. Pickert..Order reversed, witb $10 eosts.
Delaroater vs. Riiodos..Motion denied, judgment on

dered to plaintIIT, with costs.
Devuevs. Barnes..Judgment affirmed.
Uoidenburg et al. vs. HoUmsn et al Judgment re¬

versed, now trial ordered, costs to abids event
Palm va Watt et aL.Judgment reversed, new trial

ordered, costs to abide event
Mcgargo vs. Megarge..Order affirmed, wtlh $10 costs

snd disbursements.
Dinkeispiel vs. Frank.in..Judgment reversed, new

trial ordered, costs to abide event.
Alexander ami another va Fowler et al .Motion (or

new triai denied. Judgment directed for defendants,
with ''osis
The People, ex rel McLaughlin, vs. The Fire Depart¬

ment of Ihc Oily of New York..Judgment reversed.
Kearnev vs. The Commissioners ol Emigration of the

State of New York. .Judgment affirmed. Opinion by
Judge Daniels.
Pnuthwick vs. Mudgett.Judgment afflVmed.
The People, ex rel. Root and another, vs. Tappan,

Chamberlain, 4c..Order affirmed. Order to beentered,
allowing appeal to Court of Appeals.

Maujser vs Welate..Judgment directed for de¬
lendants, with costs.
Kline and another vs. The Queen Insurance Com¬

pany..Judgment reversed. Hew trial ordered. Costs
to abide event
Ree, 4c., vs. Tho People, 4c..Judgment affirmed.
Morgan vs. Smith snd another..Judgment affirmed

as to Philemon H. Smith nnd reversed us to Androw J.
Smith and a new trial as to hiiu ordcrsd. Costs to abids
event.
Hcbea v«. Kmet..Order affirmed, with costs and dis¬

bursements.
Phillips vs. Psee. .Judgment reverted. New trial

ordered. Costs to abide event
liana vr. Van Vorrhia.Jndfrment affirmed, with

costs.
Gray vs. Green and another..Motion for reargumsnt

denied, without costs.
beaver, 4c., vs. lh« Mayor, 4c Order rsvemd,

without costs of appeal, and order ntertd allowing to* I
tH ul 10 lu answer ta the manner pro-

poxed °P°® PVng the costs since tbe present answer
was served.
Himaelt Ta. Filmar; Schroeder vs. Vllmar: Sana va.

"4m®> Same va. Kama.Ordora affirmed, with the
usual coals and disbursements.

¦CPUIOB COUBT.BPBC1AL TERM.

By Judge Spelr
Cacbran Ta Oottwald. .Case and exceptions ordered

on file.
Kieley. 4c., ts. Dusenbury..The amendments to

ease and exceptions settled. The plaintiff's luriher
hading* not allowwt

By Chief Janice Monell
O Brieo, Be.. ts. tbe Commercial Ftra Inruranoe

J »od three others..Order that a oommlasion

n*!i£?n Ptjai 91 Undertaking approved.
noirman ts. Wemple..Motion grunted.

_°f"? **. K«era et al.-Platuiiirs complaint Bis-
missed with costs.

MARINE CODBT.CHAMBERS.

- By JkIh McAdam.
Kodgers v* Scott..Deiault opeued as per order.
Brooks vs. Andrews.Judgment ol dispossession.

*«.Ferst.Damages to be assessed by Jury.
' star* vs. Roup..Summons amended.
Drisier Ta Ross.Judgment net aside.

_. ,***. Vfc «Jtay grantoJ on executing the
usual undertaking on appeal. No costs.
JsoobTS. liyman..Motion denied.
Liddy vs. Strong.J. a. Goodlet appointed reoelTer.

name vs. Same..Third person ordered to pay orer
moneys.
MoWuiness ts. O'Sbea..Sureties approved.
Mckenzie ts. Van Winkle; Singer ts The Mayor.

rfiiLii^w **! T£® M*y°r'; sll°ok TS. Holllster;
Celluloid XoTelty Company Ta. Russell; Karl ts. Karl;
Lurtin ts. Clark..Moiious to advance cuuscs granted.
Moore vs. Warren..Dol'endaot's default noted.
l.innemsn va Iiepperman..Motion m vacate stay of

proceedings grauted and cause ordered on calendar
pari lor May 8. 187tt.
Aaron ts. Bonnett..Motion to dismiss granted.

By Judge Alter.
Boise Ta Roedel.Motion lor new trial (ranted.

TOMBS POLICE COURT.
Belore Judge WandelL

STRUCK WITH A BD.fOSTARTRB.
William McCarthy, of No. S3 Park row, was drlnstng

at tbe liquor store of Mlchsel J. Casey, ot No. 33 Msdl-
son stroct, on Thursday evening, when be and Casey
quarrelled. The latter, during the altercation, struck
McCarthy seTeral sevoro blown on the head with a

"bungsiarter." He wss yesterday held for trial at
Special Sessions.

WATUtYIHG A BAILOR.
William H. Lumbertou, mate of tbe schooner Hattra,

wss passing along the Bowery last evening when be
was sttaeked by four rowdies wbo struck him and
attempted to nfle his poekets. An officer came along
st tbe time and the thtOTes fled. The policeman cap¬
tured one of thom wbo said his name was Edward
Kelly and that he resided at No. 416 East Nineteenth
street He wss held lor trial

ARBKST OF A PADRONE.
Rocca Sarlm Nacoltnl, of No. 136 Klliabeth street, wss

arrested on complaint of E. Fellows Jenkins, of the So-
clely lor the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, ob a
cnargo of hiring out bis child under fourteen years to
an itinerant harpist. Nacolini was severely rebuked
by Judge Wondoll, wbo held him in $1,000 to answer.

FIFTY-SEVENTH STREET COURT.
Before Judge Kilbreth.
ATTEMPTED ARSON.

Thomas Jackson, plumber, of Seventy-fourth street
snd Second avenue, was charged with attempted arson.

Ho was found in tbo cellar of No. 474 Socond
svenuo, where be bod set Ore to u quantity
of straw, and bad uoscrewed tbo water and gas pipes.
About a month ago ho moved from tbe premises, and
at that time ho informod other residents of tbe bouso
that before the month wss over some parties would be
missing from there. He hsd been seen around the
house several times of late, and on Saturday he was in
the ceilsr, where he was lootid yesterday. Tho bouse
Is owned by Henry Letevre, of No. 548 West Fifty-
scvenih street, wbo made the complaint against Jack¬
son, who said that being drunk ho did not know what
be bad been doing, neither was be sware bow he had
got into tho cellar. He denied having mado tbrcata.
He was held for trial in default of $3,000 ball

POLICE COURT NOTES.
John Bowdln was yesterday held to answer at the

Tombs Police Court on a charge of stabb.ng Arthur W.
Gibbons in tbe back with A knife. Gibbons was In
hospital, unfit to testify yesterday.
H iliin.ni Edwards, a guest of tho Ashland House, waa

held at tbe Fifty.sevenib Street Police Court for black- i
enlng the eye of Charles H. Boyd, tbe clerk of tho
hotel, wbo attempted to prcTeut his entering a wrong
room on Thursday night

THE OUDEN-PELTIER CASE.
The case of A. H. Guden, of tbe Orm of Peltier k

Gudcn, glass manufacturers, of No. 261 Wallabout
street, Brooklyn, who suddenly disappeared with
$2,160 of the Arm's money about a year ago waa up
before Justice 8emler yesterday. Mr. Peltier, who had
Gnden arrested, upon his return to Brooklyn, for em-
besslement, made affidavit that at tbe time of Gudcn'a
disappearance ho was not a lull member. Guden's
counsel, however, proved that be was, and after some
argument the defendant was discharged and the case
dismissed, upon Peltier withdrawing bis complaint.
Gnden agreeing to make good to Peltier tbe loss sus¬
tained.

CHICKEN THIEF SENTENCED.
A chicken tblof named Richard Bowen was brought

before Judge Gilbert, in the Kings County Supreme
Court, yesterday, on a writ of habeas corpus. His
counsel mored for bis Immediate discharge, claiming
that all Judge Riley bad power to sentence him for was
six months, and he had already served that. Justice
Gilbert gave him sis months on each complaint, the
total making hve years. Bowen took tbe sentcnoe
rather hard.

THE CASE OP THOMAS HINES.

To rat Editor or tri Hirald:.
Id referenoo to the ease of tbe boy Thomns Hlnos,

who was cent to ibe i'onitcntlary for on* year Tor steal¬
ing a ten cent sump from » m.m named Hasting*, if

your original report of tbe conviction li cerrecl.Tlx,
that tbe man Hastings p ared tbe stamp in part pro-
trading from his pocket for tbe boy to lake, tboreby
Implying a consent that the boy should take the stamp,
the conrtotion and sentence aro clearly orroneous.

Blncksione's definition of "the taking" in tbe crime of
"larceny," Is that this implies the consent of the
owner to be wanting (4 Blncksione's Com. 230). Tbe
man was guilty of subornation of larceny, which, if not
a legal crime, is certainly a moral one.

1 should be glad to render my services to the boy's
mother, free of charge. In preparing the legal papers
necessary to obtain bis discharge. Ii yon can bring
this oOor to her notice you will oblige,

CONSTANT READER.
For tho Information of many correspondent*, who

are anxious to help Mrs. Hines, tho mother of tbe boy
spoken of In tbo above letter, and who are unable to do
so, being ignorant of her whereabouts, ber address Is
here given:. Mrs. CATHERINE MINES,

No. 168 Washington street.

PUBLIC SCHOOL VENTILATION.

Since the IIkrald's exposure of tbe wretched ssnl.
tary condition of so many of the public schools the
Commissioners of Education have been making soiue

progress toward its amelioration. A regulation his
been adopted by the Board limiting tbe number of chil-
dren permitted to attend a school In accordance with
the sise ef each room In a school building. Tbe prin¬
cipals of schools were, therefore, Instructed to dia»
continue the former prsctice of receiving as msny chil-
dren ss could be crammed into the schoolrooms. Hut
still tbe serious question retnainod, even with only a

propor number of children to ¦ certain space, how
were the schoolrooms to be ventilated? It Is sn ad¬
mitted fact (bat owiug to the great variety of plans on

which tbe school buildings have been constructed a

uniform method of ventilation canot be devtsed, or, at

least, all efforts in that direction havo hitherto failed, and
hence a serious difficulty in preserving the health of
the children 1s ever present to tbe Board of Education.
From time to timo various plans have been presented,
but none of thetu seamed to have the general adapta¬
bility required. Tlic Hoard of Education has a fund of
$.'>,000, which may he devoted to Judicious experiments
In securing an apparatus for proper ventilation, bnt
the money has hitherto lain useless. Even the com¬
mittee of the Hoard having the matter in charge have
been for a long time divided in tueir views as to the
utility of the plans and the appropriateness of expendi¬
tures. E.vAlderiiian Hinmaii, Fresldett of the Tax*
p.iycrs ond Citixcns' 1'rotccttvo Cnion, has been earn¬

estly pusbmg the subject before tbe committee, and
is now well seconded by these gentlemen In Ins efforts.
1 he practical result of this is that a gentleman from
Utica has presented an apparatus, consisting of a sys¬
tem of pipes which, he claims, can bo applied to every
school Duilding in tbe city. This invention Is now
being put In order at the Normal College Primary
School, with a view to having it fully tested. If It
should prove to possess all tbe merits and the adapta¬
bility claimed for it it will be at once accepted and put
in use in »ll the schools. So confident is tne inventor
in the suceess of his design that he asks no remnner-
ation lor his trouble should the invention be rejected,
and will be paid |<K)0 in case his system shall tie
adopted. Tbe trial is to take place in a lew days. The
principle on which the inventor works is to remove
from the basement of the building, or wherever the
water closets or other sources ef annoyance art! locatea,
all the foul air emanating thereirom, and to keep a uni¬
form supply °r pare air thteughout the building by
means or pipes properly adjatted and extending from
basement to rook

REMARKABLE ABDUCTION.

A TOUNO WOMAN LOCKED CP IK A HOUSE OT

ILL fiLI AGAINST HEB WILL.
? peculiar case cam* to the attention of Judge Duffy,

at the Washington place Police Court yesterdajr, §1.ow¬

ing the perils encountered In a groat city, and also
showing the snares Into which a young woman un¬

acquainted with tbe world may fall. Tin-fact* of ihe
eai>e are these:.About two weeks ago a young girl
named Battle Hall, aged eighteen years. left her home
In Sayres, Pa., abe bring an orpbao, to seek employ¬
ment In New York. While on' the care she lei! asleep,
and when the train reached the Jeraey City depot she
waa aroused by a stranger. Two girls tben accosted
her and agreed to conduct her ovor to New York and
see that she was provided with a home. Tbcso
women represented that they were from
Allen town, Pa. Haute, believing in their good in¬

tentions, placed herself under their care. When on

this side ot the river (hey were joined by the straugor,
who subsequently proved to be John Flsbcr, and the
whole party proceeded to the tatter's disreputable
house at No. 163 Greene itreot. Hattie. when oncc in
tho house, was closely confined for two or threo days,
aad then the character of the place was made known
to her. She then sought every opportunity to escape
from the house, and on Thursday night succeeded.
Sho saw the door open, and, clothed an ahe was.in
tights.she darted Into the street. She was closely
followed by the proprietor and Louis Campbell, a man
she had genu in the house, anil the chase proved a
lively one. Ilattie, closely pursued, tlew down Greene
street and lauded in the rrmi of Officer O'Noil, of the
Eighth precinct, who took her into custody for tnde-
ceut exposure on tho streets. In tho Kighin precinct
station houbo llattte told hor story to Captain McDon-
nell, but be was powerless to do auythin^ In tho
matter, as the ofTeuco of which sho complained was
commuted out of his pronuct. Yesterday Officer
O'Neil brought Hattie beforo Judge Duffy, to whom sho
repeated her story. Campbell, who was in tho court
room watching the proceedings, was at once arretted,
HUd a warrant wi« issued for the arrest of nil parties in
tbo house nt No. l.'wi Greene street The raid resulted In
the arres-t of ilie folio win? persons:.John and Josephine
Fisber, the latter proprietor; Georgina Brliten, Alice
Smith, Morris Overmeyer, Harry Perry, I.ulu Meyers,
Fannie IJorton, Maggie Leonard, I.ydiu Kreedmon and
Louisa West, the last two colored. Sargeunt Berg-
hold and Officer Klein mine sucr.ecded In arresting all
tho above parties nt a single visit to ihe house.
When ihe prisoners were brought beforo Judge Duffy,

John Fisher uud Josephine Flslier wero held in $5,000
and (3,000 bail to answer a charge of abduction. In de-
fault of bail they were committed to jail. The other
persons arrested wero discharged. Hattie wtui sent to
the House of Detention, to be held as a witness against
the Fishers.

THE SMALLPOX HOSPITAL.

COMPLAINTS OF STABVATION TREATMENT MADS
BT PATINO PATIENTS.

The smallpox hospital on Blackwell's Island sppears
to be run by the B> ard of Health as a boarding house,
from which considerable profits must accrue, as sev¬
eral complaints have recently been mado about tho
quality of tood that Is served out to the paying board¬
ers. It Is understood that it any person is attacked
with smallpox be is liable to be takou at once to tbo
hospital, and many ot the patients now roceivlng
treatment have been token from tholr homes with a

viow to stopping the spread of tho disease. Such ac¬
tion is, of course, very proper; but when people of
means are taken to the hospital and are willing to be¬
come paying boarders they expect they should rvcclve
proper board and nourishment. Mr. Hrrllck, a gen¬
tleman who has lately roturncd from tho hospital,
called at tho Hkrald office yesterday and made tbo fol¬
lowing statement:.

1 went to the hospital of my own acoord, and was
located in a room with four other patients, three of
whom bad been taken from tholr own comfortable
homes in the city, whero they would have received
every care and comlort that money could provide. We
each had an iron bedstead furnished witb a straw mat¬
tress, so lightly stuffed that unless one was accustomed
to camping on the plains sleep was almost Impossible.
The hospital was under the supervision of tho Sisters
of Charity, and certainly nothing could exceed
tneir kindness to thoir patients, and as far us
lay in their power, such .is lurnishiug clean lluen to tho
bods, there was no call Tor complaint: but the diet was
simply abominable. Rich patient in the pavlug depart¬
ment of the hospital is required to pav $7 per week for
bis board, snd tor that amount ho should receive fair
nourishment. For breakfast wo had fnod beefsteak, so
tough that no healthy man could masticate it, and a
fluid called coffee.regular dish wash that nobody could
drink. Dinner eonsisted of soup, soup meat,' bread
and potatoes. That was all very well onco a week, but
getting it every day It proved rather sovero diot lor
a msn requiring something nlre and appetii>ng to stim¬
ulate him. The supper couststed or dish water
tes, a piece of bread and a piece of something
tbey called cake. Another point to which 1 would like
to call attention is the liberty tbnt is given to the
nurses and assistants that are under tne supervision of
the Sisters of Charity. Nearly overy evening a num¬
ber ot them go over to the city, wearing the samo in¬
fected clothes that tliey have carried during thetr*work
In the hospital, and ride in horse cars and visit places
of public amusement, thereby spreading the noxious
disease and Infecting many poor peoplo that would
otherwise have escaped it. This is a matter that should
be thoroughly Investigated, as It affects the interest ot
every citizen, because no one kuows when bis turn
may coma
The above atatement has been corroborated by

another gentleman, who was taken to the hospital at
the same time.

BOARD OF POLICE.

The Board of Police mat yesterday, General Smith
Id the chair. TLio new Commissioner, Sidney P.
Nichols, sat by the side of his prodocossor, Mr. Voor-
bis, with whom ho remained In consultation tbe greater
Dart of the day, gottlng familiar wltn the manner of
conducting business In the Street Cleaning Burean. Mr.
Nlrhois asked to bo excused from voting at (he meet-
invc. The various committees were reorganised as fol-
lows:.

Itulej and ZKwipttne.Messrs. Rrhardt and Wheeler.
liepain ami Supplies.Messrs. Wheeler and Nichols.
finance.Mensr* Wheeler, Krhnrdt and Nichols.
Street Cleaning.Messrs. Nichols and Wheeler.
The President was appointed a jnember tx officio of

all committees.
Tbo following changes were made
Detective Dorscv, the capturer of Dolan, the mnr-

dorer of Mr. Noe, was trtuislorred Irom the Sixth to
the Twolfth precinct and ordered on post duty. Ofllcer
Drnnerleln, from the Seventeenth to tho Thirty-third
precinct officers Dlshrow and Oeary, from tbe sp«-cial
service squad, doing doty at tbo bouse of Judge Hilton,
to the Thirteenth precinct Ultlcers White and Phil¬
lips, of tbe Nineteenth prectuct, were ordered to take
their places. Officer Fisher, of the Twentieth precinct,
was ordered to the sanitary ?quad and detailed for duty
to tho Superintendent of Finance.
A resolution was adopted requesting permission of

the Fire Department to place telegraph lines on their
poles.

A MISMANAGED VILLAGE.

A meeting of tho officers and citizens of the villaee of
New Brighton, Staten Island, was held last evening. Mr.
B. B. Wblttemore, President of the village, occupied
tne cbair. Tho principal business was toe continuation
of the debate on the alleged mismanagement of tbe
affairs of tho .Second ward, as set forth in tbe roport of
tlio Citizen's Committee, which Buys:.
"We flod that the Second wsrd Is heavily In debt, nnd

that after settling all bills heretoloro coutracied an
amount not exceeding $2,0.*) will bo left to meet tbo
expenses of tbe ward lor the year ending April 1, 1S77.
More than $7,600 lias been nominally expended since
April 1. 1*75, in tbe Second ward, and wo fall to see

any adequate results of such expenditure, and we be¬
lieve that tbo failure Is due to the want of proper re,ju-
latinos and sound Judgment In the distribution of
said expenditure. We further respectfully recommend
through you, to tbe Board of Trustees, tho institution
of whuiever proceedings may be considered advisable
to recover anv money which you mar Ond to have
been wrongfully paid, or for the exposure and punish¬
ment of any officer who may appear to yon to haro
willfully neglected hla dnty in the premises, or con¬
nived at any extravagance or fraud."

After the reading of the minutes of tho last meeting
Mr. Stmonson moved that the regular order of busi¬
ness be suspended In order to take up unfinished busi¬
ness and tbe motion was carrlcd.
The report quoted aoovo was called up for consid¬

eration, and after a warm discussion a motion to ad¬
journ was made and carried, thus postponing further
action in the premise*.

SOLOMON'S EMBEZZLEMENT.

Hcary A. Solomon, tho defaulting cashier In tbe
office of the Begtstrar of Arrears of Kings county, was

taken befors .luetics Hiley yesterday to answer the
¦ barges made against bim bv ex-ltegistrar l.utle and
RectMrar D. D. Whitney. When arraigned to plead the
accused fell in a fainting Ot, and tbe officers were
finally obliged to remove bim. Justice Blley fixed his
h«il at 91,000. The total amouut which he is alleged to
have appropriated Is 91.180 73. which wl I have to Iks
tusdo good by Registrar Whitney and ox-Kcgtstrar
Lnile. as tbe accused was not under bonds.

FATAL FALL DOWN STAIRS.

Yesterday morning as Isaac Williams (colored), lorty-
Ove years of age, of 126 Magnolia street, Brooklyn,
was walking through tne hallway of bis residence he
fell down stairs and was killed. He had Iwen sick for
a long time with consumption and was very feeble.

BROOKLYN FIRKS.

A Ore occurred at an early hour yosterday morning
In the hat factory of Mr. Hoxlln, corner of Hall street
and Park avenue, doing a damage of f\00.
Tbe cloth manufactory of Auolph Host.iter, on North

Tenth street, took fire about one odm k yesterday
morning. A damage of 11,000 was suttained.

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD.

THE TESTIMONY TAKEN YEKTEBPAY UEEORE TBI

lUB-OOMMHTll or COXOBIUM.IMPOBTAIIT
BIKKtEKTIOHS OFFERED 11Y A RICH IfAVAL

AUTHOBITY.

Yesterday morning trio Subcommittee of the House
of Representatives on Naval Allaire met again at the
Lyceum of the Brooklyn Navy Ynr<L Congressmen
Willi*, Uirris, I<ewia and Wlyuhomo were presenL
Among the witnesses examined were Admiral Rowan,
Captain Bralne, Chief Engineer Sewell, Jeremiah
Lyons, Thomas Mason, attache.! to the floating der¬
rick; JohuK. Bultaer, of tho Department of Yards
and Docks; a roan named Duane. foromau in the Ord¬
nance Department; another, employ* of the same de¬

partment, nauied WritUlngton; Thomas M slier, fore¬
man of a platoon of watchmen; Garry Cozino, assis¬
tant timber Inspector, and frank CauOeld, chief clcrk
at the Steam Engineering Department'* storehouse.
Admiral ltowan, It is understood, gave testlmouy on

the question of the alleged use of tho departments lor

political euds.

Capuln Bralne, of Ihe receiving ship Colorado, was

examined on several topics, among others, on tho

keeping of his family aboard ship, lie explained to
the committee that he did ao by the sanction of the

Secretary.
Lyons was a witness famished by Kelly, who te*tt-

fled a few days ago that bo bad been discharged for

refusing to pay a political assessment.
Messrs. Duano and Wnthington told whnt thoy

knew of the manipulation of the Yard for political par
poses and the levying of assessment*.
Thomas Maber testified that he once caught . work¬

man leaving tho yard with flfly pounds of coppor
conccaled upon his person.

IMfOKTAXT SVOttKSTIONS.

Tho following paper has been forwarded to tho com¬

mittee by an officer of high rank in the navy. It con¬

tains. as will bo seen on perusal, soroo Important
suggestions:.
By abolishing tho ilaroau of Nav;gatlou and Office of

Detail anc^tbo Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting a

saving would be mado of $15,200 Ppr year.
Deinll and rcoriiitmg should belong to the Secretary's

odlcc; navigation should bo romblncd with ordnance,
mid equipment should bo plaoed Id construction, whero
It properly belongs.
By a reouction ot one-half tho number of clerks in

the Secretary's office and of tho other bureaus in pro¬
portion a yearly reduction could l>« made of f.'tO.oOa
By giving outdoor pensions to su|>«raiiuualed sea¬

men and marlnrrs, on the Eugllsh system (xliico the
disestablishment of ibeiireenwich Hospital), nud by do¬
ing away with the present Naval Asylum tiiero might
be saved $92, (XX).
By alioilsinng or closing the Naval Academy at least

for the present, while the number of officers is in¬
creasing and of ships diminishing, a saving could be
mado of nearly 1200, (XX).
By getting rid of (that Is suspending Naval Academy

for a time) 317 cadets, 206 midshipmen and M engineers,
or saving the annual pay of $500 for each of the clasa
there would bo saved $168,600.
By saving the dlfloreui-e between the sea pay of the

superintendent of the Naval Academy and Lis waiting
orders pay. $2,000.
Tho saiue of 7 commanders at $700, $4,000.
Tbo fame of 12 lieutenant commanders at $400,

$4,800.
Of 15 lieutenants at $400, $6,000.
Total, $17,700.
This of courso would be a small item, as there are

daily at the naval school no lass tbun AO naval
olllcera, 46 of whom uro teachers, exclusive of a
host of surgeons, paymasters, engineers, chaplains,
mates, kc., and 17 civilian professors.82 Incturors
or professors for 317 boys, or ucarly double the nam-
mber required for a great university ih Earope.
By commanders or squadrons employing 0 young

ensigns or midshipmen as secretaries there would be
saved annually $12,000.

If 51 midshlpmon or .(nnlor officers were em-
loved by commanding officers Instead of clerks at
760 per annum there would be saved $38,260.
By abolishing the oorps of chaplains thore can be

saved $51,300.
Total saving per annum, $014,060,
There are 1.002 Itue officers on the aetlvo list. Inclu¬

sive of 266 cadet midshipmen and 60 mates, or one line
offioer for every eight mon, composed as follows:.
One admiral, 1 vioe admiral. 12 rear admirals, 26 com¬
modores, 271 lieutenants, 100 masters. 04 midshipmen,
64 ensigns, 266 cadet midshipmen, 160 males; total,
1,002 line officora
Average force of vessels afloat before the war, 31

to 35 manned by 7,000 men. To officer this
force liberally 5 flag officers would be required
out of 12 rear admirals and 26 commodores, 31 to 36
commanding officers oat of 60 captain* and
00 commanders; and allowing 6 officers for
executive watch duties on each ship there
would be required 210 out of 633 lieutenant
commanders, lieutenants, masters and ensigns, leaving
a total surplus of 842 tins officers of all grades
for other duties ashoro and afloat. Assuming that
doable this force had to bo provided for in case of
war.a safe aud fair allowuuce.of the 70 vessels 6
would probably be of tho first class, 26 cf tbo
second and 40 of tha third snd fourth classes. To
officer this fleet liborally 3 to 6 rear
admirals out of 12 would bo required,
and as division and commanding officers
6 to 10 commodores out of 26 in that grade, 25 captains
out of 50 and 40 commanders out of 00. We have now
to allow 6 officers lor executive and watch duty on say
each of 60 cruisers and 3 officers for each
of 20 Ironcladx. It wouRl require bat 360 out
of 633 lieutenant commanders, lioutenanis, masters
and ensigns, so that there would lie left 1 admiral, 1
vice admiral, 7 to 0 roar admirals, 16 to 20 com¬
modores, 26 captains, 50 commanders, 173 lieutenant
commanders, lieutenants, masters and ensigns, 266
cadet midshipmen, 46 midshipmen and 60 mates. Total
056 line officers lor duty in minor grados on shipboard
and for duty at 0 navy yards and a tew unimportant
duties on shore.
Apply the same principle to medical pay and en¬

gineer officers, and large numbers of them could be
dispensed with.
A bill has been Introduced In Congress contemplating

some such pduoiton as Is suggested above.
Tho committee Oninbed at the Navy Yard yesterday

afternoon and continued the session at night at the
Astor House, whero ibey are to sit dally hereafter un¬
til the close or the inquiry here. It Is said that Mr.
John Roach, the shipbuilder, will go before tbo com-
m It tee to-day or Mouday.

ARSON INTENDED.

Great secrecy wai observed yesierday among the
members of the Urn department in regard to the mys¬
terious machine found on Tburaday Bight in the store
of Messrs. Nicholas k Coon, No. MO Broadway. Tlio
box was examined by Fire Marshal Sheldon at the
Fourteenth precinct poltco station In the morning. It
waa found to contain, besides tbe shavings saturated
Willi keroseno in the outer box, some explosive packed
in the tnnernox and connecting with the fuse. Chief
Engineer Hates, of tbe Fire Department, rutted the
bit;tiling In Broadway and made a thorough examina¬
tion, .is also did tho marshal.
The box was wrapped In buff paper and tied. The

cylindrical oox in wlitcb tbe candle was

placed was covered with tin, which, when
heated by the candle, scorched tho paper
wrapping and caused the smell which bad attracted
the attention of the two young men. It mast have
taken two minutes to placo the box where It was found,
to light the candle and to tic up tbe wrapper. Till after
six o'clock the store was fall of employ's. At twenty,
three minutes past six o'clock Mr. Coon, Mr. Everett
and Mr. Nicholas' son left tbe room, the boy, Freder¬
ick Wollram, alone remaining. As they |>a^ed
out Charles fehweickert. of the Boor abovo.
went In He lives with Woliram In Williamsburg snd
tbev go home together. Wollrsm waa at tbe rear of
the'storo closing tbe shutters. No person entered the
room from Kits time until the discovery of .the box In
the rear part of the room, upon a case of straw h its, at
precisely half past six. The candle bad not been burn¬
ing more than ton minutes, und it must hare been lit
alter the box was placed In position. When
Sebweickert discovered Hip box he called Wolfram's
atteution to It. Tho latter seciqca afraid of
the machine, and Is alleged lo have said,
"Whoever left that here knew blamed well that I was

going out ls<t." lie seemed reluctant to communicate
the facts to the police, bnt was at last peri>uade<l by tbe
other young m.in, and together they informed officer
Mulier. The arrangement was evidently the reoiilt of
a plot to burn the store, whore a large amount of goods
ia kept. Messrs. Nicholas At Coon say that a few we»ks
ago several insurance policies on their goods expired,
and were not renewed. Hchweirkert's opportune dis¬
covery doubtless prevented a serious Ore.

JAIL BREAKERS FRUSTRATED.

On Thursday It was discovered that tbere waa a plot
on foot to liberate Charles Burke, James Farley, Peter
Karloy, Jacob Rost, Cbarlea Vsn Aimer snd James
Cabilt, who werwcoallned In the County Jail awaiting
their tenlMce on charges of burglary, on which they
hail boen convicted during tlie present term ol court.
Tbe Jadgea of the Court of Qttartsr Session/, on learn¬
ing of this, ba>l tho prisoners bVougbt down to me
court from the jail and aentenoed tbem to .-tale Prison
for various terms. I'pon searching the parties named
false iisndcufT keys were found on thom. They were
instantly scoured and removed to tbe State Prison at
Trenton.

FLOATING IIOUSE OF CORRECTION.
To ma Editor or rns Hiram*:.
Allow me lo tnlorm the pnblle through your valuable

paper that too United Plates man-of-war Minnesota,
now lying off the Battery, ia not a floating House of
Refuge nor a prison ship, bnt a training ship, from
which it is to lie hoped that in a lew years enough
yonn.- sailors will go into the general service to allow
Americans some chance to be teanien and potty ofiicera
in their own navy, sq that In case ot war we can folio*
in the lootateps ol Barry, Hall, Decatur and other
American--, whoa* abips were manned by their own
countrymen.

l.*t ua hope that a Mue shirt will once mora com¬
mand tho reapect which lortBtrly belonged to it.

CUTTING FREIGHT RATES.

WHAT THE AOENTrt AMD MAEAOEUS SAY.IHTEEe
VI*W WITH VICE PRESIDENT VAKDEBBIl.T.

Any person visiting the variou* offices of the greet
trunk railroad linos In this city yesterday would ha*u
boeu sufficiently convinced ol the gravity of the con-

left between iho rivals lor Eastern bound freight*.
Never before baa the dispute between the earners beoi
co acrimonious ax at present. In the Erie IUilway
omcri, at the foot of Ouane street, there were gathered
n the halls and anterooms knots of Interested
persona.freight agent* and other*.who discussed in

no quiet tones tbe situation; the often recurring words
of *-rebate," I'open rates," "special contract*," fcc.,
giving » key to their soliciiom arguments.
Tho New York niorehant* have a villi ini< rest
In these '¦sprcial" rato«, an tho dlflbri-ece*
betwem them and the regular tariff make* miscel¬
laneous Western buyer* give their orders to merchants
In the large Inland eilios, thereby cutting tlio Sew
York jobber* almost wholly out of a valuable share of
their business. If quantities of merchandise of differ¬
ent clos.-es are shipiKJil to tlio West under "special1
freight arrangement* tho Jobbers bore nearly alwayi
sustain a loss. TUi* was shown conclusively In the
Hkkald yesterday.
A railroad man told tho writer lhat already during

tbe last week a contract wax ma le for about 1,500 carl
of grain at Chicago for direct European shipment at a re¬
duction of from about forty-five to tlfly cents, tho usual
tariff, to twonty one cents p»r 1(H) pounds, which will
bring to this port about WO.iiOO bushels of grain at
once. By contrast, for the week ending April Ifl
but about 49,000 busbols of corn arrived, and for
the week ending April 2".!.after the break in tho com¬
bination of railway managers.about £Ji,000 bushels.
It will thus at once bo seen what an impetus in tho way
of shipments Kew York will experience from the rup-
turo.
At tlio Erie offices It wss assorted that no cutting on

West bound freight had yet been adoplod by that com¬

pany, but the opinion wot advanced that ere long this
would havo to bo done in order to compete with tho
great rival companies. No authentic information as to
the cutting down of pa.«sougor rate* could be obtained;
but Mr. Abbott, tho passenger agent, doclnred the Erie
company bad not yet reduced passenger fares irom the
West or from the East to Chicago.
At the Baltlmoro and Ohio company's office, in

Broadway, the agents had no news from tho home
ofnee which should cliango their tariff for freights or

passengers, but orders for reductions might come at

any moment if somo amicable arrangement was not
concluded.

THK OK ANO TRONIC RAII.ROAO,
through Its general manager, Mr. Hlckson, puts forth
tho statement that after the meeting nt Nicho¬
las Hotel, on March -i, a general understanding wm
had with the Now York Central, Luke shorn and Can-
nda Southern roads, but at that very tiro© the latter
road had orders from tho Central inanagor* to cut
cattle rates to New England, which aunosi crippled the
<3raad Trunk In Its ireighting business. A truce, how¬
ever lollowed the March meeting, until Mr. Kutter,
General Freight Agent of the Central, on April « seni to
the hitler's aguuts in tho West ihe following romark-
able order:.
To tii* Auknts or th* Nkw York i'khtkal Haii.roaii --

You must regain mid retain »t any r;t« ilie freight tr.;fflo
against the lirand Trunk line K»lnit t<i lti>»t<m una nil >ew
Bueland Stutm. bjr giving low rRlc» "r, ,.a"deemed best; i>ut an no account interfere with tbo ratos t«
New York. Philadelphia or Baltimore.
This oponed npthe wholo question again anil led to the

letter 01 Messrs. Scott, Jewell and Kiug to the maim-

fers of tbo Central road, alreudy published in the
Ikrald. .

.TICK PR*Sn>K:«T VASDr.RBILT HPKAKS.
Yesterday a very full explanation wa* given hy Mr.

William H. Yanderblll, Vice President ol tho Ceutral
ltailroad Company, to tho writer In regard to various
matter* conncctod with tho present contest. Ho baid,
in offeel: "The merchants of New York complained
thai the business of the city was being Inrgely diverted
to Philadelphia and Baltlmoro; the rebate allowed )«
tho lattor city, In addition to low freights, wa* tbret
cents tier 100 pounds, and this discrimination made a
difference agalnsi our own city of from ti n to fifteen
cents per 100 pounds, while at tlio same time Boston
wns receiving, via tlio Graud Trunk lt»llway, large
quantities or grain at roduced rates. Some ol our
merchant* even, according to a publication In tu«
Hkrai.o yesterday, were organizing branch house* in
Baltimore. Under this condition ol afTairs too inanaaori
of this rond determined to Rive notice to their con#
nertious of a desire to accept whatever rale* they
etiose to make. But a little explanation Is here .«
order. You must understand llial tho roads In th«
West mako tlio rates for Kant bound freights, and tb«
trunk lines.Baltlmoro ami Ohio, Pennsylvania, Krl«
.ml New York Ceniral.tbe rato* lor V\ est bo<in4
fretlhts. As Iho 'pool' in ^Chicago continued to Uop
up the rates fixed by them, tho Southwestern rondi
took advantage of their opportunities and diverted
trade from Chicago. There were numerous com-
plaints Irom the latter city snd the
conference of March 1 wa* called. At that tlmo I told
the gentlemen representing the nads that we *ou «
hold them to our fall proportion of rates inado by t ie

"pool" West; if tbty eul under we would "'J' '"''¦Jniton a division to us of full rates; Irom that time oul
we nerer deviated, and even held grout quantities of
freight at our Western terminus and would not bringtt
forward until the rates charged were settled, while tin
opposition wero 'cutting' and their freight being lot*
warded over rival road* Mi e had constant protest!
nud complaints nnd were rapidly losing our
so this cotnpanv gavo not.ee of withdrawal fr< m
the compact, and a future meeting wa* arranged.
At ihi« wo agreed to try to make some satisfactory ar¬

rangement wiihtlie G^rand Trunk H.ilw.y .nd .. w,
dm ni l succeed tho Pennsylvania, Baltimore an l Ohio
and Erie roads would waivo the i*n il«yi
lute withdrawal by us. On Apnl 6 wo asked thai tin
roads would consider us absolved Irom any obligation[ , nlake terms with tbe Grand Trunk, and it was agreed
thatwe should make soch rates a* pleased us on our
New England business. it the same time wo br°"Kj>'to their nonce the large amount of ***&&£*J£more and Philadelphia as against Now York.
This it was promised should ccase, and
should not be cut. The !,ake Shoro road In the WesJhad already given notioe that 'heir connecl on wilb
the 'pool' had ended, »°d tbe President of the Mich^
8an Central iofi tbo conference, an«1 althouglh tliieijlwan a subsequent meeting held April 18. at trio u
Nicholas Hotel in thi* cliy, there had been such evl-
dencespnovmusly of bad (a.th thai tbo compact ol
March 1 was in reality completely abrogated, and

""'Th^re*"or'thing 10 1k> understood; It might be
supposed Irom the letter of Colonel Thomas A. . <:ott,
of the Pennsylvania comply. ».>«} "'*n"1 > ;Jewett, that the rivalry of the Grand Trunk wm Ui«
cause of the present rupture. Not at all That was
virtually settled on April 6. Irom this date lo tlis
lSth the diflorences 'n grain arrivals al ^hlladelphljand Baltimore continued, and theagrcement<.rMartt
i again violated, making one final andnot/cc of withdrawal a matter of
There wu* no neceneltv for tbo Scott-Jewell {.***'. il
was an evasion of the re««l issue nud notbingelae. Colonel^ lh« best railroad men In the coun¬
try and If be argues that wo aliould allow a '.

Tr.mW because It la 1W miles longer than
our road, then ho would seem to Imply that the Pen nr

i« rionger ?oa{
¦bau .Ith.T. In o««">" !, vSlVI'll

r.;.r.£ rv-j
bonnil rraiM r.1. ."J"« !»"«

,,r.«¦«;.:TtfjZJZSRLSZ
Thursday U«0 car loads.

MUNICIPAL NOTES.

The Board of Aldermen will meet thla afternoon tg
rereive Mayor Wiekham's nomination* of thirty-tlrg
marshals. Enrh of the Aldermen has been (Ivan tbg
naming of one, white the Mayor will aeloct the bak
anee.

I'olloe Commltsloner Sidney P. Nichols and Part
Commissioner William C. Wetmore ealled at lb<
Mayor's offlce yesterday morning and took the oath of
office.
The City Hall statesmen are now kept quite baay It

speculating aa to ftiture political movements. Th*

jatcst la that Mayor Wickbam will tirp Into the iboea
ol Comptroller Oreen.
The receiver of the International lnaurmnre Com¬

pany, Mr. James Slade, yesterday filed bis renort* in
the County Clerk'a office for tlio i|iiarter ending April 1,
aa follow*:.Ca»li on band Jmmrvl, f-jA.Oj* s,i; dm-
buraemonta lor threa succeeding mouths, tMXi 01; no

receipt a.
One thousand copies of tbe laws, passed by the laat

LlfWllirt, relating to N»w_York city havo been or¬
dered lor use of the Common Council.
Commissioner of Public Works Cnmpbfll reportatb.it

¦oilibig h«* aa yet ben iono by the Uilbcrt Klcvat<«d
Railway Company on Sixth avenue to aflect tbo sHiety
ol the iiroton water main* and that no n*rk will b*
permitted to t>e clon>' l>y ilie company that will m any
manner endanger the safety of those mains.
Comptroller Green was not at hla oitloe yesterday.

It la understood that lie will aoon take a short vacattoa
on his farm in Connecticut.
Several merchants owning property on Howard

street, near Broadway, bare petitioned for tbe iinmo-
diate paving ol that iocallty.

ILLICIT WHISKEY STILLS SEIZED.

Yesterday morning Deputy Collector* Young sn4
r.illen, with % posse of p'I ce, captured two illtrit

whiskey stills, on* In Columbia street, near Centre, an4
another at the corner of ColnmMft and lluiitmftoii
streets, Brooklyn, and destroyed a lane quantity o#
mash. Tbe I'niled States Marshal took charge of lb*
property.


